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in a rare Epifle, writ by a Perſon of Quality before his death, 
to his ſurviving Friends. Shewing, That Satan prevails moſt by de- 
ception of or Reaſon : That the beauty of Holineſs and true Wiſdom 
unſeen to the World : That ingrateful perſons are &s witleſs as wicked 2 
Why moi? men hear the = year after year, and are never the 
better. With wholſom inſtruttion, to prevent deftruction. AI! richly 
Faught with choiſe and pithy Sentences, Similicudes, Examples, Me- 
caphors, Khetorical and pointed Expreifions. Which being thought by 
many worth the Tranſcribing at no ſmall charge, is now committed to the 
Preſs by R. Toung of Roxwel in Eſſex. 


Much Reſpetted, 

F you ask, Why I take this pains? Turn to Levit.19.17; 
Heb 3. 13. and you have there both my anſwer and war« 
rant; for I do but ſupply with my pen,what I was bound 
to perform with my tongue. if for a Preſident? Take 
that of Photzan; who, when a Friend of his would have 
himſelf away, ſuffered him not, ſaying, I was made thy Friend 
to this purpoſe. And he that loves not ſuch a Friend, hates himſel£ 
If, why I have been filent ſo long ? Theſe are the only reaſons : Wane 
». of courage, fear to diſpleaſe ; and leſt you ſhould think me to have had 
'! {more Zeal then Wit, and more Religion then Diſcretion : A caſe rov 
common 3 which makes me fear, that what our Saviour ſays Mar.8.38. 
.. . BYboſoever ſhall be aſbamed of me, (3c. will prove a dreadful Text to a 
1, Year many : For who almoſt does not make a very 7dol of Diſcretion 3 
; Mand more fear the cenſures of men, then the diſpleaſure of God 2 Men 
God ſome good will, bur (like thoſe Rulers, Foh.12.42.)they dare 
bot ſhew ir. They would pleaſe him, yet ſo as they mighr not diſpleaſe 
ethers, nor themſelves : Never confidcring, that he who bears with 

his Friends yices, makes them his own. 
. Now..in caſe you ſhall: ( with thoſe Gentiles Rom 10.20.) receive 
mc by ir then you defire, admire the providence and free grace 
God, who will ſhew mercy to whom he will ſhew mercy, Exod.33 19. 
Rom.9.1s. That little which Cres learnt of Solon, ſaved his life : 
and had Pilate raken that fair warning his wife gave him, it mighe 
ve ſaved his ſoul. Nor am I without hope *» vrevail with ſome of 
w; fince Nathan wrought more upon David by one private parti- 
malar Admonition, then all the Le#gres of the Law could do for three 
quarters of a year together. However it were happy for millions,were 
they o > we Snns withall. | 
. Wherefc perſwaded to hearken @ while unto me, as you would 
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rift another day bearkgn unto you. Whuch 'thar you may do,'T, - 
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A Preparation to Converſion, 
will even refer the point to ſclyes ro. determine. As let me pro- 
nd your caſe in NE peſo it another, as the SHeniſes Prophet Feat 
ith Abab, 1 King.20. v.39. to 43. Or as Chriff. dealt with the Prief,, 
Scribes and Elders, Luke 26, v. 1, tozo. The caſe is this. 4 409 
2 © Godin gyear love ſent Sampſon to deliver the men of Fadabfrom 
mthe ſNaviſh thrafdom of their enemies 3 bur they in requital binde him 
(in whe all their hope of deliverance lay) and deliver him up to 
thoſe enemies rhar kept then under ; ro the end' they- might fay ban, 
and till mabe flaves of them, Tudg. 15. Again after this, God ſenr unto 
their ſucceſſors the Fews, bis onely Son; tothe end he might Seal their 
diſeaſes, feed their bodies, imlig*ten their mindes; and ſive their ſouls 
And they in requiral of all, hate, revile, ſcourge and crucite him; 
though in killing him, they did their urmoſt to ſplir or ſink, che onely 
fbip chart could'faverhem. Two rare and remarkable Examples ! 
Now tell me what you think of cheſe blockiſh Fews - Were they 
more wicked, or witleſc, or ingrateful 2 1 know you will anſwer me, 
You cannot refl3 as the Prieſts, Scribes and Elders did our Saviour, 
when.the conſcience of their own guilrineſs had ſtept their moutrk;, 
Euke 20. 1,te8. Cr if you do-make a ſatisfying anſwer, it ſhalf be like 
David's anſwer to Nathan's parable, wherein he pronounced "ſentence of 
death againfthimſelf, 2"Sam.1z 1, fo8. For itis your very Caſe; if you 
had bur eyes,or the wir ro ſee'ir; 1 mean all yon,-who #ny way miſuſe, 
br are ingrateful toyour Miniſters ; whom God out of his infinite love 
hath ſeur ro, be your Peliverers' from the grievons flavery atid rhraldom 
you arc in, under Sin, Satan and Hell. 1 know you think your! ſelves 
Wiſe men, and Chriftians good etough ; yea, what but your high thought 
and good opinionof your ſelves,” hath brought you-ro become ſcorner; 
of your Teachers and Inftrutors, and mort of their godlly 'inftruB10n ? A 
2r oud men are wonr to admire their own aftions, bur to abare the value 
and derogatefrom the efteem of others; every whit xs bafely ro v7lifie 
#ther mens doings.as they over-highly priſe rheir own,s 7ulian obſerves, 
-Bnt conſider irrightly; 'and this alone (could you be raxe& with nc- 
thing but this) fot onely ſhews you to be fooliſhanfFantich, bar fo in- 
grateſul and. wicked wirhal, as if your 'wickedneſy and unthank fulneſ: 
did ftrive with Gods goodneſs for the viftoty;' 4s Abſalom ſtrove with 
David; whether the Father ſhould'be more kinde to the ſon, or The ſin 
mere #nbinde to the Father. TINY 
. As what can you atleadge ſor your ſelves, or againſt your Paſtors ? 
Are they any orher co you, then thoſe three Meſſengers-were ro Lot, 
ehar came rofetch him out of Sodom, thathe'mighr nor feel the fire and 
brimftone 'whidh followed ? Gen '19. Or then the Ange! was to Peter, 
that epencd the tron gates, leaſed Dis bands; brought him out of priſon, and 
del; wered him from the thrdldimm of 'bis enemies 2 Atts 12. 
- 3 © What wrong do they do-you '? pRey we and dig, they dig 
. Þnd beg ;, as that good Vine-dreſſer did, whote' Mattoch nepe the 
.- Maſters Ax, Luke 13.8,9. They bed? their brains, they fend their fpirit, 
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Or, Faith's Harbinger. 3 
ox Uh their prayers, plot and contrive all they can to ſave your preciage 
ls, (were you bur willing to be ſaved :) They bring you the glad 
ridings of ſalvaticn ; would furniſh and endow you with the ſpiricual, 
'iavaluadble,- and laſting riches of grace and glory : They are content to 
waſte thernſclves' (like a candle) that they may give light unto, and 
bring others to Heaven, 1 Cor.g.19. 2 Cor-12.45, "And do you, in ſtead 
of honoring, reſpefing and rewarding them, bate, traduce and perſecute 
them ? This is not for want of ignorance: For you ſhew juſt as mact 
< {| ftaſen in it, as if choſe blinde, deaf, diſcaſed, poſſe ed, diftrafled or deat 
"op perſons ſpoken of in. the Goſpel. Id have railed upon our Saviour 
ing to cure, reſtore, diſpeſſeſs, recover and raife them again : 
had nor they great 'reaſon ſo to do ? For ſhame think wpon it: 

For did you know 29d rightly confider, that you cannot be nourifhtd 
jey ynto eternal life, be” the milk of the Word; you would rather wiſh 
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bodies might be* without ſouls, then your Churches withour 
reachers : You would not, like ſo many Mules, ſucktheir milk, and < 
theth Tick'them wick your heels. 
© Bur thig-modt plainly ſhews, that you are ſo far from knowing the. 
; of | neceſſity and worth of. the Word of life thar you do not know you have 
| ſouls;* which makes you as little care for them, as you. know them. 
Ocherwiſe,how could you nidke ſuch a mighty difference berween your 
we | Pdies and-fouls ? As had any of you but a'leg or an arm purrified and 
lm } 5774pt, you would cyen give money,and think your ſelves beholdjng too, 
ves i have them cxt off 5 Becauſe iristhe anely way and means to preſerve 
hes the whole'body. Atid if fo, 'what love and than ks can be too much, that 
1; | Expreſt rorchem, who-would (would we give them leave) pluck our , 
"a; | Souls'out, of Satans clutches, and bring is ts eterrial life ? Nor can he 
ue © be thankfhll i» God, who is not thankful ts the inſtrument or means 
ke | Þy whom God does, or would do hirh good. Yea more, That man (1 dare 
ves, | boldly affirm) canner poſſibly have any intereſt is Chriſts blood, who is 
no- | at foiced with Admigation ro fay, How beautifull are the feet of them 
-. | that preach the Goſpel of peace, bring glad tidings of good things, and pub« 
in yay | g 4 
neſs liſh ſalvation ! Rome. 10. 15. Iſa. 52.7. But to prove and cleer this; 
vich | © both Examples, aud Teftimonies. + * b 
ſn} 4, T Firſt, Examples. ' The Galatians arofaid to have received them + 
as Angels of Go, yea, even as Chrift Feſia'; and that to pleaſure them, 
rg 2 they would, if it had been poſſible, have pluck'd out their own eyes, and * 
tn, have given the ſame unto them, Gal 4. 14, 15. and thought ir rheir duty, 
and | #2 communicate unto them: in all cherr goods, Gal. 5.5. And likewiſe the 
Romans, Rom.15.27, Yea, by the Apoſtles reſtimony. we that are con- 
verted do owe even dar own ſelves unto our ſpiritual Paſtors, Phil. 19. 
and the like of othep, Gburches : Tntomnch thar Luther (ſpeaking of 
the Primitive times, and of Chriſtians in general) ſays that ſo ſoon as 
: Goſpel couk tor inf mens hearrs, the glad tidings of falvarion by 
\was ſa fweer to chem,” that in compariſon thereof riches had ns 
7 Alhs 2.44; 45.. and 4:34 35. do ſuſticiently conficm the 
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4 Preparation \to Convier fon; 
ame.” And indecd, whoever:knew what, Converſion and Regeneration 
, was 3 who hath taſted of the powet's i the world o come, and enjyyed the 
Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, and chat peace of conſcience which paſſeth al under- 
Sanding ? but would ratherjhave their bodies, want foodzand the Firma- 
ment want light, then, that their ſculs ſhould want that light and 
' ſpiritual food of the Goſpel, by which they are nouriſhed and 'do live? 
For, far better be unborn, then untaught, as Alexander a meer Heathen 
could ſay. M192 
* .- That this is the one onely thing neceſſary, -and which Believers prize 
above all, you may ſee by whar holy David ſays of it, Pſ.27.4. &-84. 
-3,tO 11. & 119.163. One thing have I deſired, g&yc. 0h how ſweet is thy 
word unto me,g&rc- As turn but.to the places, and ſee how he expreſleth 
thimſelf; for I may but touch upon things. And the like of wiſe Solomon, 
i(Pro.8.10, True, to you that are ſtrangers to, and utterly unacquainted 
-with theſe ſoul-raviſhing enjoyments, thelg chings will v2 impoſſible ; 


as the like did, to Nicodenys rovching Regeneration, Fab. 3.4. and to 
that multitude of Fews touching Stephens viſion, when he told them how 
he ſaw the heavens opened, and Jeſu ſtanding, at the right hand of God 
an. glory : Which they were ſo far from believing, that it made'their 
hearts braſt for madneſs, to gnaſh their teeth, ſtop their ears, c&I-him out 
of the city, and ftone him to death, Ads 7. $40; 59,, They cquld not 
polſiblybelieve, thar he ſhould ſee what was hid to every .one.gf them, 
.- ButchisI can,afluxe you, (ever you my-frignds) beyond all excepti- 
ons ; Thatifever the mask of prejudice be takes from before your Hght, 
or if your eyes ſhall be opened betore you drop jatd; Hell, you will have 
other thoughts of rheſe things,' and.1o of the-Rubliſhers of them, and 
be clean of another minde z yea, you will logth what you now love, and 
Iove what you. now loath. Yea, 1 dare refes, my.(elf in chis.caſe to the 
very damned in bell : For what elſe made Diuesgbeang ins thoſe gormnents, 
cle Abraham, that one might be ſent unto his brethyen Fanthe dead, to 
give them warning, and: to acquaint them withhis fucceis, but rhe ale- 
ration of his, judgment? And you, know how; that Reprobate Balan 
wilh'd ro die the death of the-Kightec 3 though. for the. preſent he pre- 
Jerred and loved riches and honvy before apd) abIwe;hjis ſoul. But, 
3 4 Sccondly, fee precepis and, teſtimonies to, compar my it. Are We not 
commanded by. th Holy Gho$t rohave them; av ſingular love; and count 
them worthy of double honor for their works os IThc(.$5.13.1Tim:s-t7. 
Yca, the Apoſtles words are not only, Let them that labour in the word 
«nd doftrine be gccounted worthy of double hongr,z, hut he. adds, He who 
Pizacheth the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1.Cor-g.7, to15. ſaying 
alio,Let him that is taught in the word,communicate unto him that teacheth 
1 all bis goods, Gal.6.6, Yea, if any, man ( fajth he) does not communi- 
cate, and communicate in all his\goods, God is 'ngt mocked, y..7. So it 
falls, and I fear it falls heavy on many amongſt vs.: Again ſays the ſame 
Apdltle, If we have ſown-unto you ſpiritual things, js tt @ great thing 1 
We 164] year carnal things ? 1 Cor:9.11. Do ye not knows that they wh 


miniſter 


" . » 


. Or, Faiths Harbinger. * 5 
minifter about holy things, live of the things of the Temple 2 and they which 
waitat the Altar,are partakers with the. Altar,gyc. v.13,14. Again, does 
he not ſay, that our debr and duty (he terms it not benevolence) ro our 
Spiritual Paſtors is ſuch, as that we owe unto them even our own ſelves, 
Phil. 19. with a great deal more of the like, that} he may meet with 
mens carnal reaſonings in this caſe, which are nor'a few, 1 Cor. 9. All 
which is New Teſtament too, it obſtinacy would permic men to rake 
notice of it. ' | 

Thus youſee how you ought to eſtcem and reward your Miniſtzrs 3 
and how Believers do, and have done. Whereas you, (as if you were 
Antipathites to all wiſdom and goodneſs) hate, revile, ſlight, rob and per» 
ſecute them. Are you not aſhamed of it ? does it not make you trem- 
ble? yea, is it not enough ro make you deſpair of ever finding mercy 
at the Throne of Grace, or of having Chriſt your Redeemer and Adve- 
cate ? ro whom, and for whoſe ſake you do ir, as I ſhall luddenly 


ſhew. 

Bur yon will fay (for want of acquainrance with the Word of God, 
and your own hearts ;, as every Natural man is as great a ſiranger to 
his own heart, as Hazaed wz2s , who could not be per(waded by the 
Prophet that he ſhould commir ſuch avominable wickedneis, as a 
while after ir fell our; ) That you neither hate, nor perſecute any one of 
them. | | 

To which I anſwer: -What then makes you ſo ſpightful, in ſpirring 
out yorer ſpleen againſt them, when you bur hear a Miniſter mentioned ? 
What makes you ſo frequent in ſ{1ghting, ſcorning, and ſcoffing at theme 
where ever you come, and 'in all companies ? What makes you pick ſo 
many holes in their coats, finde ſo many faults with them, raiſe ſo 
many objettions (if nor lies) againſt r1em 3 that nothing they eicher 
do, or deliver, can pleaſe you ? As how many of your cavils and ex- 
ceptions could I reckon up, that I have heard from your own mouths, 
if I would foul Paper with them? Yea, I could give you a large 
Li} of inſtances, and4 in your own expreſſions : Bur they are (0 
trivial, barbarows and baſe. that I am aſhamed. to nominate rhem 3 
and no leſs unwilling, lef# I ſhould arm other mad men With your 
Weapons. 

Now do but lay afide difimulation, and ſpeak the naked rruth ; 
and then ſay, whether all chis proceeds nor from an beart ſull fraught 
with 'entyity and malice againſt the Miniſtery , even for the very 
graces bf Gods Spirit that ſhines in them ? As ic fared with thar 
Councel of Prieſts, Scribes and Elders touching Steven, Aﬀs6. 15. 
& 7. $4. Do bur examine your Coniciences well, and you will not 


deny it. 
Fg q Again, whar makes you that are ſo civil in other caſes, ſo 
Imcivil, as not to afford them of all other men the common Title 
of { Maſter ſich an one}] which you wiil nor deny to a very Cobler ? 
Fan yourcll me ? No, [ dare challenge = ſtrongeſt brain'd Achirophel, 

wa 3 or 
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or the moſt fluent Tertully amongſt you, to yietd 2 wiſe reaſon there. 
of: exceptthat which God hath ſer down; GerLz,rs. 1 will put epmity 
between the ſecd of the ſerpent and the ſeed of the woman. 

But further to cenvince you, anſwer me, another queſtion : What 
makes you to'derain their dues from them, and not pay therti a penny 
except yowbe forced coir ? Or if you do for your peace or credit ſake, 
«ny thing is thought roo much for your Miniſter 3 and what you part 
with, is drawn from you as ſo much blood from the heart. And then 
alſo you will balely aſperic him ; at leaſt you will alleadge one thing or 
other to ſave your purſes; as, He had nat my voice nor conſent when 
he was choſen ; or, I hear at other Churches,and come not at hitn ; or, 
1 like not his preaching, or the like : As any thing ſhall ſerve, to ſave your 
ſilver, and to foreſtal you with prejudice, and make you reſolve againſt 
your own Converſion : For what is this, but to pick ſtraws, as it were, 
ro Put Out your OWN eyes withal ? F 

Yea, many they be, that wilt pretend conſcience (forſooth) that the) 
may rob their Miniſter ; and alleadge, That, he hath taken ces, is 
Ordained, He is a Black-coat : Or rather which is the ſame in cf, 
He is a conſcientious Paſtor, or Sheperd of Chrifts ſending, and net an 
Intruder. | 

But leſt what hath been ſaid ſhoukii nor prove ſufficient ; how baſcly 
will you calumniate him that bur rakes his Dues, eſpecially of a poor 
hotly? Miniſlers, more chen all che world beſides, muſt take 4 teftern 
for a ſbilliag. And not healone ſhall ſuffer, bur all theſe Church-men 
(ay you) arc ſocovetous, that rhey never think they have enough: 
whewthey have ſcarce enough to fill the bellies of their own families. 
All which nor onely argues you as brainleſs as beaſts, bur proves you to 
be as fall of the ſerpents enmity.as the egg of a Cockatrice js fn of poyſon. 

Thus every, or any thing ſhall-ſerve their turns, that ſtudy quarrels: 
Even as & croeked ſtick ſhallſerve to:beat a dog, when, a ſtraight one can- 
nor be found. | . 

Now lay all together, and tell me whether this argues not hatred? 
- if not, what can? For love (as the Apoſtle witneſſeth) ſuffereth long, 

it is binge, charitable, envieth nor, doth not'behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſech- 
eth not ber own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoyceth not mn int 
quity, beareth all things, endureth all things, 1 Cor. 19, Yea, love is ſo far 
from finding faults where are none, that (as wife Solomon hath it) ir cover- 
eth or paſſes aver all ſins, and will not ſee them, Prov. 10. 12+ $0 that if 
you loved the Miniſters, as you will prerend you do, you would deal by 
them, as'the people did by Ulyſſes ; whom they 'fo applauded for the 
acuteneſ; of an ingenious minde, that they ſpared to objet unto him his 
bedily deformities ; Or if any one did ſhew the leaſt malignity roward; 
him, thar perſon was branded for a notorious wicked man, as Homer 
yclates. And to ſpeak rightly, we need ſay no more of a man,then ——— 
Mc is-an Enemy to his faitttfull Paſtor 3 that is enough to brand him: 
or can there bea greater arguaent of- his being of the brood of Cain, 
| Haman, 
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--Or, Faith's Harbinger.” % 
Baman, Eliab, Michol, Doeg, Shimei, Ahab, Rabſhekah, Tobiah, San- 
ballat, Paſhur, a Elymuws, Herodias, and their fellows, then the 
vhar hatred of good Minifters. For ſuch men would do the ſame ro Chriſt 
nny | Pimſelf, were he their Miniſter. There was never any ſo innocent or 
Ako vertuous,to whom ſuch Belialifts rook nor exceptions 3 "becauſe they are 
Ire as deeply in love with vice, as others are with vertue. Yea, wham all 
P men commend, you have ſome yy will take occahion to blaſt. Il! 
or fs give you an ear:Mark ro know ſuch a one by : whereas one of the 
miodeſter ſort will alledge, his Miniſter is a Presbyterian, or an Inde- 


wy at, or a Royaliſt ; this overgrown Toad will otjeF, thar he- is a 
[7 Riundhead; the hereof is, a Religious, Godly, Ceonſcienti 
your nanead;, the Meammg wnmner * eligiows, Y, ſcientj- 


int man, 7" ; 
ere 7 T Bur perhaps this is nor your caſe. Suppoſe it be nor; yet what 
'F T have before convitted you of, is ſufficient ro prove you 2 ſonldier Be. 
the forging to that great Red Dragon, that fighteth againſt Michael and bis 
| , Angels, Rev. 12. Who, when his hands are bound, caſteth a flood of re- 
x proaches out of his mouth againſt the Church, and the remnant of her ſeed - 
- of Phich keep the commandments of God, and have the teſtimonie of 7 efns 
Chrift, v.15,16,17. Bot you are notar all verſed in Scripture; therefore 
ſely we'll come to Reaſon, and rherein anſwer me a few queſtions. 
an Do you do by the Miniſters as you ought, or as you would be done 
| >y? Would you, when you have diſcharged your duty and conſcience 
nen | 0 the urmoſt of your endeavour, have 7! conſtyuttrons made of your beſt 
attvons and intentions? be rewarded with the greateſt evil, for the 
ws | greateſt good; and the. greateſt hatred, for the moſt ſuperlative -love ? 
_ (For, love to the ſoul, is the very ſoul of love.) Is this an evidence chat 
4 you have them in fingular reſpet for their works ſake ? Is this tore- 
1. ceive themas an Angel of Gdd, yea, as Chrift Feſus ? Ts this ro make 
_, them partakers of all your goods, and to be willing ro pluck our your 
own eyes, and-to give them if need were, as God commands, and 2s 
11 fe godly have been willing codo ? I chink nor. 
Indeed, if you may be your cwn Jndges, you will (during the time 
a of this your prejudice) think all bur little or nothing. Bur if the Ward 
a of God be conſulred with, ic will be found perſecution in the higheſt de- 
rr | ee Like that of Ahab and Zeſabel ro Elias; or that of Herod and 
_ Herodias to John Baptiſt; cr that of the Fews, Scyibes and Phariſees 
ff] *8anſt, our Savionr ; for they did but expreſs their urmoſt ſpighr ro 
b Cece Weſſengers that came to ſave them 3 and ſo doyou. And this is 2 
My ſure : He that now under the Goſpel ſhews a ſpightfull and a mali- 
- | ciousminde to a godly zealous Minifter ; if he had lived in Chriſts 
4 dayes, he would have been ready to have driven the firſt nail into his 
| $94), and rather have been for Barrabas then Feſus. And God meaſures 
| Phat we do, by what we would do, whether in good or evil. Thoughts and 
1: Deſires, 'in Gods account, are good and evil works : Neither does ty 
Juniſh or reward any thing bur the Wil. | 
- , Again, whereas you think nor 4" aan to be perſecution 3 oY 
« 2 ; as 


R Prthar ation ro Converffon ; 
ſhall one day (if you goon) hear it pronounced fo, in your Bil. jy 
diftmen:.. Iſhmael did but faut Iſaac,yet S. Paul faith he perſecuted him, 
Gal.4.29.God calls the ſcorning of his ſervants byno berrer a namethen 
perſecution.Cham did but ſcoff at Noah,yer that (coff brought his fathers 
curſe upon him, and Gods »pon that. Even the ſerpents hiſſing betrays bis 
malige. Thoſe two and forty little children (though but children ) were 
devoured of wild Bears, for only ſcoffing at the Prophets bald head, 2 King. 
2:24. A ſmall marrer, if Senſvualiſts may be Judge. 'But whatever you 
conceive of it, let all, even heart and tongue-perſecution be @s far ffom my 
ſoul, as my ſoul from hell. For —_— God will one day laugh yoy to 
ſeorn, for laughing bis to ſcorn ; and art laſt deſpiſe you, that have deſpiſed 
him in bis Ambaſſadors. 

- 8 © Again, you think it nothing, or no great matter to detain the 
Miniſters maintenance. Burt look narrowly into ir, and you ſhall find ir 
ro be theft, ſacriledge, murder, yea ſoul-murder, and that in the higheſt 
degree : For you rob the Miniſter of whar is as due to him, as any land 
of inherirance is to the owner. You rob God of his Tythes, offerings,Cc. 
which he accounts moſt abominable; as you may gather from the 
many complaints and threatnings which God throughout all the Old Te- 
ftament utters touching it. For which ſee only Mal.3.8,9,10,1 I. & 1- 
9,8,13,14. Hag. 1 & 2 chap. Hereby you make your ſelves guilty of 
murder : Firſt of murdering your Paſtors body and whole family ; for if 
all ſhould be of your mindes, rhey ſhould ſtarve. Secondly of your own, 
and al! the peoples ſouls, as much as in you lies : For how ſhould your 
P aftor feed your ſouls,if you feed not bis body? how ſhould the lamp burn,if 
you tabe away the holy oil that ſhould maintain it?and in caſe it barn not, 
there will be but a dark houſe. Men would have fire kept in the San#u- 
ary, bur allow no fewel ; they would have the lamp burn,but without oil. 
Bur how do they ſerve Chriſt & themſelves,in ſo ſerving their Miniſters ? 
To take away the Provante from the Army,is to betray it to the Enemy, 

' And indeedgir you micht have your wills,or if others were at your mind & temper, 
there ſhould be no Preaching ar all, no Culs (aved, all go to hell. Forgto expe that 
Miniſters ſhoulJ preach without marntenance,yea good maintenance,(for to furniſh them- 
Selves with Books only will coſt more thea a lictle) is as if you ſhould fur 4 Bird #110 4 
cape, give ber no meat, and yer bid Fer ſmg. It amazes me to think how «unreaſonable and 

. baſe moſt men be : They will beſtow more upon their very Hair in a monerh , or upon 
the Smoke of a needleſs Indian wanton Weed in a week, then npon God and their jcnls 
in a whole yezy. And were it not moſt juſt with God to take away our faithful Miniſters 
from us, when we fo ill intreat them, and ſo unworthily reward them ? yea, fince we 
Hove darkneſs more then light,may not-God juſtly leave us in the dark ? and bring upon us 
a faminie of Preaching, who would bring s famine «pon the Preachers, by purloining the 
maintenance of hjs Miniſters ? Ir is but juſt with God to rake away the lamp from that 
Nation, which hath taken away thc Fofy 0i! that ſhould maintaitrit.. Bur it is a true ob- 
ſervation, Sacri!ege is the greateſt theft, yet of it men make the leaſt conſcience. 

Bur laſtly, You make your {elves not only guilty of ;erſecution, theft, ſacrilege, of 
murdering Fodies and ſouls, of provoking God to ſend a famine of his Word, and the like, but 
. you become by it gi/ty of bigh treaj.n agarmſt Godin thus uſuag bis Ambaſſadors, and 2- 

gainſt CEriſt and all bs members. For belides that all the difgraces and wrongs that are 
done to Chrijts Miniſters, redound to him 3 and he that traduceth, or aty way wrongs 
« Miniſter for the diſcharge of his place, his envy irikes at the Laage of God in him, 
” ” 4 - c . ad 


| 


SEEPSEECTSESTD 


q 


Or, Faiths Harbingev: Fe) 


= bs 2 world of places/prove: So the very root or ſpring of this their ſpight 


|, nd comity againſt the Miniftry, is an inbred enmity and hatred again 
N himſelf. As when Satan flew Fobs ſons and ſervants, his malice was 
s ſboainſt Fob; Or as whey Saul darted a ſpear at Fonathan, his ſpight was 
5 2ind David. 

e | Andaccordingiy, God rakes what is done to his meſſengers, as done to 


himſelf 3 as in chat caſe of David ſending his Ambaſſadors to the King of 
n, 2 Sam 10. 6,7. They have not caft thee away, ſays God to Samuel, 


ou are gathered together again the Lord ; and what is Aaron, that ye mur« 


U 
y t they have cai# me away, that I ſhould not reign over them, 1 Sam. 8. 7. 
0 
d 


wreagainit him ? Numb.15.11. and the like Exod. 16.7,8. Lube 10. 16. 
0b.15-23-24- 70h.7.7. He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, 1 Sam. 17.45. 
37 23. Saul, Saul, why perſecute$t thou me ? Aﬀs5G. 4. Rev.16.5.11. 
| ſal #923. | 5 


e 

r 

t | $« Which being ſo, how does. it behove you to look to yonr ſelves, and 
4 


bewail this fin, this horrible and deſperate fm ! Was there ever any that 
s ſtout again#t the Lord and proſpered, as Job ſpeaks, 7ob 9. 4. When the 


: Pitcher contends with the Rock , flraw with the fire, it is eafie to judge 


who will come by the worſt. And certainly, if moſt men were not borh 
linde and mad;they would more reſpett the Miniſtry : For if I underſtan4 


f y thing of the Word of God, or know what re#ified reaſonis, there is nor 


in in the Narion that ſo hinders the bleſſings, or pulls down the judgments 


Y God upon us, as does this very fin. And yer ir is not more provobing, 


r ({{rhenitis & common ſin. How it will be anſwered to their Lord and maſter 


* oY "5 Wn 5 *” ns © ws $*{4 FTYw 


wo way 


f hatthe great day, I tremble to think : Can yy anſwer it then with flaſhes 


f wit, or carnal reaſons, as you do nw 2 I beſeech you look toit. Nor is 
pur love, or hatred to God any way better known, then by our reſpe# to, 
nd wſage of bis Ambaſſadors. Lip-love is but lying love. If you love me, 
beep my commandments, ſays onr Saviour, Joh.14.15. Wherefore let my 
counſel be acceprable : Break off your ſins by repentance,bick no more again#t 
the pricks; Repu your ſelves from theſe men and let them alone, leS ye be 
wnd even fighters again God, Aﬀs 5.38,39. Nor will it ever repent you, 
if you come in Heaven,that you were ſtopt in this your way to deſtruftion. 
Yea, ler the conſideration of what you have already done, make you fink 
down with ſhame, and tremble for aſtoniſhment to think, that norwith- 
ſtanding you have been (ſo many years in arms againſt Your Maber and Re« 
deemer, and moſt ſpightfully and maliciouſly perſccured his Ambaſſadors 
thar came to reſcue you from the ſubtlery and ſlavery of Satan, that bloody 
? agen," and vowed' enemy of all mankinde: yer God hath no 
taken the advantage of caſting you into Hef, bur of his never enough 
admired mercy harh ſpared you to this hour ! whereas he might moſt 
juſtly have prevented all, in lending you body and ſoul into everlaſting tor« 
nents, when you-were but a ſpan long. For know this, that we need no 
more rocondemmn 'us,then what we brought into the world with us. Yea, 
we were condemned, ſo foon as concerved - And that you and I are not ar 
this-preſent fr yirigih Hel-faes, never to be freed, no reaſon can be al- 
leadged.;bur 0 the depth / | Where- 


LIMI 


'" i 
- Wherefore take heed in time, and as you tender the gobd of your owt 4s t 
, fouls, defer nota minute 3 bur ſtudy and beſtir your ſelves how you may} 


make your peace with God. Yea, do it while the yerning bowels,the blee: 


'” Preparavoon to Converſion ; 


Ingwonney, and compaſſionate arms of Feſws C hrif lic opem to receive you 
whiles ye have health, and life, and means, and time ro repent, and. ma 


your peace with God. As you tender, I (: 
- welfare of your almoſt loſt and drowned 


rhe everlaſting happineſs and 
ls : As you expedt or hope fc 


grace, cr mercy, for joy and comfort, for heaven and ſafvarton, for endle{ 


'Sliſs and glory at the laſt: As 
the bitter doom ahd ſentence © 
conſcience, the tormenting and ſoul-ſcorching flames © 
ſeparation from Gods bliſsfull preſence, abjure and utrerly renounce 

*accurſed fin. . Oh, ger an intereſt in Chrift | For till we become membe 


ou would eſcape the direfull wrath of Gul} ; 
Chrift, the never ing and worm of 


and everlaſting I 


'of his myſtical body by regeneration and a lively faith ; we (even the beſif}' 
of us) are as Traitors condemned to ſuffer erernal rorments in Hell-fire, be- 
ing onely reprieved for a time, O bleſs God all the dayes you live, yea, to 


porn 


that the gate of mercy yer ſtands open / 
But withal take hold of the oppor 


runiry before the Dreaw-bridge wh 


betaken up, leſt you never have the like again. Do not dally with Ge 
and your own ſouls ; for if this warning be ſhghted, never look for the like: 
For warning (ſuch a warning). net taking, is a certain preſage of deſtry- 


, Pro. 29.1. & 1. 24,25, 26. The ſons of Eli wo 


not hearken unto, 


nor obey the voice of their Father : why ? becauſe (fairh the Text) the Lon, 
Was determined to deftroy them, 1 Sam-2. 25. I know, ſaith rhe Prophet tc 


Amatiah, the Lord hath determined to defroy thee, becauſe thou haſt 


ne this, 


and baſt not obeyed my counſel, 2 Chron. 25. 16,20. Whereas contrarily the 
Ninevntes by hearkning to Fonah 3 and thoſe very murtherers of the Lord of 


_tife, by li 
[em 


ing to Peter, were converted and ſaved, Als 2.36, 37. 
| of proferring your own carnal reaſon before the written word 
God: And thar whatis ſpoken of Babel, may not be verified 


in you; We 


wax/d have cured him, but he would not be cured: leſt you be given up to de- 
Hon,as ſhe was. What ſayes eyr Saviour ? This is the candemnation(none 
ike this) that light is come into the world, and men love farkneſs rather then 


light, becauſe their deeds are evil, 
ther heleeve Satan; or his ſolicitor the Fleſh, or be led by 
your own flatrering heart,waich is deceitfull above all things, and moſt deſpe-Jj ' ©: 
—— 19.9. No marvel you ſhoud be deafto all hath been ſaid, as }- 
futing your ſclves already good enough, and rhen'farwel all hope of 


Yate 


obn 3.19, 20. Indeed; if you will ra- 
the perſwaſions of 


better :; For the opinion of mens being wiſe, and good enough,is the 


ſole and onely caufe of their bein 
millions Chriſtians in name 


wiſer,nor bexter. Yea, th ewe 
cauſe they think themſelves Chriſtians 


Indeed. And who is there in all this Nation, that thinks nor himſelf a Chri- 
_ ftien? though they are able to yeild no reaſon excepr this; They are neither | * 
Turks nor Fews, nor (which is worſe then cither, asrheyſuppoſe) Round: 


beads. A 


alive to laugh 


ment, | promiſe yov, able to mpve the gentleſt 
the Devil can make as good a cpafelhon of his faith 
= 


ſpleen 


Or, Faith's Harbinger. FI 
42s this. Yet all the reaſbnings' of Carnal men arc thus weighty : As leb 
me give you a few inſtances. | 
\ 11 © They will ſay, they love and fear God as they ought: when whas 
commands, they the contrary; are flint unto God, war ro Satan 3 
e their ears always opcn to the Temper,fhut to their Maber and Redeemer; 
;f when they are Trairors t him, and rake up arms againſt him. A good fign 
they ſerve God and Chriſt, when Satan, the World and the Fleſh have more 
band ofthem : When rhey are (o far from loving and ſerving him, 
that they haterhoſe that do ic, and that for their ſo doing ; and from fear- 
$ ing him, that they more fear .che worlds ſcorns,then his anger. They will in 
0 like manner pretend they love Chriſt that died for chem, when they hate 
that reſemble him in holineſs. They are Chriſtians in ngme, when they 
= Will ſceff at aChriſtian in deed, and arc enemies t9 the croſs of Chriſt : Love 
X gfe of godlineſs, but hate the power of it. They will do what God for- * 
be. | #14s, yer confidently hope to eſcape what he threatens: will do the Devils 
works, yet look for Chriſts wages : Expedt that Heaven ſhould meet them 
at their laſt hour, when all their life-long they have gallopped in che beaten 
idee road towards Hell : Expett to have Chriſt thew Redeemer and Advocate, 
Gi When their conſciences tell them thar they ſeldom remember him bur 
Np blaſpheme him, and more ofren name him in their oaths and curſes then in 
tra. their prayers : Will perſecute honeſt and orthodox Chriſtians, and ſay _ 
mean baſe and diſſembling Hipocrites ; think thgy do God good ſervice in bil-_ 
ling bis ſervants, F0h.16.2. as Paul tonching SWhhen, and the Fews rouch- 
© of ing Chriſt : of a ſtrong faith, and yer fall ſhorr of the Devilsin be- 
lieving, Fam:2.19. Theſe are ſome of their ſyllogiſms or arguings ; I could 
the | ©5en tire. your cars with the like. Bur what doting, blockiſh and brain-fck 
def Bedlam-Poſerions are theſe ? Could rational men ever argue in this manner, 
had nor the God of this world blinded their eys,that the light of the glorious Gv-, 
_ I of Teſwn Chrift ſhould not ſhine unto them,2 Cor.4.3,4. 2 Toeſ.2.9,10.Did 
+ | pot their deceirfull hearts damnably delude them, as in that caſe of Leah, 
\ 4+. | 69-30-18. and of Saul, 1 Sam-23.7-21. andot Micab, Fudg.17.13. Turn 
tothe places, fur they are rare to this purpoſe. If this be Reaſon, ir is 
then | Reaſon frighted out of its wits : Yet this is every wilfull ſinners caſe, yea 
| ra. f A every unxegenerate man in ſome meaſure: As I'll bus give you one in- 
« of | {ance Mare.co.clearit, : 
Ge. | + :\Y'0u ſhall have them maintain with incredible impudence, accompanied 
jpe- with invincible ignorance 3 That if a man make ſcrnple of ſmall matrers,or 
2 off .-of thoſe fins or cuſtoms which they allow of, and will not do as they 
the | 46, Thathe is np 7 Though they may as ſoon finde Paradiſe in 
are | Hel, as any Text in the Bible thar makes for looſneſs, or againit circumſpe# 
ng 0. > 4lking. Yea,who would dream char fo groſs blockiſhneſs ſhould find har - 
;. | bor in any reaſonable ſoul, as to think thar God ſhould like a man the worſe 
her | [Jar his being the better, or for having a render conſcience 3 or look for leſs 
ind. | fear reverence and obedience from his ſervants,then we do from our ſervants? 
-And yet the fame men will grant, that a ſervant can never be roo pundtua 
in his obedience. his maſters lawfull commgnds. But ycy (ce the _ | 
4p ; atural 


"22 | Preparation to Converſion ; 

* Natural men arc blinde toſpiritual objefts, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 1 Cor, x, FR 
* 48.20. & 2.14 and ſono more fit to judge of them, then b/inde men are F 
fir x0. judge of colour. 'And hence it is, that they have. the baſeT thought; &, h 
of the beit men, making ill conftruions of whatſoever they . peak or do; ſ; 
as the Scribes and Phariſees dealt by- our Saviour. Until. we are borg 
again, we arc like Nicodemws , who knew nor whar it was to be born 87 


Y 


in, John 3.4. Until we become zealous our ſelves, we are like Feſtus, ys 
che zeal madneſs, As 26. 24. Until we be humble our ſelves, — 
weare like Michal, who mocked David for his humility, and thought him ral 


a fool for dancing before the Ark, 2 Sam. 6. 16. For, to carnal-mindeq Hel 
men, all. Religion ſeems fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. x. 18. It faring between the 1 
Senſual and Spiritual, as it does berween Touth and Age : For as Toung fax | 
men think Old men to be fools, but Old men know the Toung to be fools; Prot 
ſo Worldlings think the Religious fools, but the Religigus know them to 
be fools, becauſe they have had the experience of both conditions; a 
the old-have been young, but the other are ws Ay uainted with 
what they ſee and know. Beſides, the one make the Word their rule in 
every thing ; for they live, and belzeve, and hear, and znvocate, and hope, Rep 
and fear,and /ove,and worſhip God in ſuch manner as his Word preſcribes: nity 
The other do all as the feſh leads them, and according to the cuſtoms and ava 
rudiments of the world. ; Neit 
12 < Now lay all _—_—— you will think it no whit ſtrange, that hfe 
notwithſtanding their tion is ſo miſerable, they ſhould yer be ſo jo. (/*..: 
cund, confident and ſecure, that they ſhould neither be ſenſible of their yy 
nt condition, nor afraid of furure Judgment: Securiry makes world. 
gs merry-z"and therefore are they ſecure and merry, becauſe they are elve 
rant. A Dunce (we know) ſeldom makes doubts; yea, a Fool ( ſays lhe. 
Solomon) boafteth and is confident,Pro.14-16. Ignorance is a veil or curtaif 
6 hide away their ſins. Our knowledge, ſaith one of the Learned, doth 
butſhew us or ignorance: And Wiſdom ( ſays another ) is but one of mans 
;reareſt miſcries, unleſs ir be as well able ro conquer, as todiſcern. ' The 
next thing from being free from miſeries, 1s, nor to be ſenſible of them, 
Eraſmus could ſpie our a great priviledge in a blockiſh condition ; Fools 
(faich he) being Fee fom ambition, envy, ſhame and-fear , are ncither 
troubled in conſcience, nor macerated with cares. And Beaſts, we ſee, are 
not aſhamed of their deeds. Where is no reaſon at all, :there is-no ſin; your 
where 'no uſe of reaſon, no apprehenſion of fin 3 and where no appre- J*. x; 
henſion of fin, there can be no ſhame, Blinde men never bluſh ; neither of: 
are Worldlings aſhamed, or” afraid of any thing; {becauſe tor wanr of } ,q4 
bringing their lives to the rule of Gods word, they perceive 'not when they year 
do well, when ill. The Timber not broughe to the Rule, may eaſily appear plact 
Ny aight, when yer it is not. Whereas cvery {mall fin,..to a holy and re- Þ 4... 
nerate man that weigheth his ſin by the ballance of the SanHuary, is Lin 
. very grievous, and diſturbeth his conſcience exceedingly. &27 
| es, the Regenerate know, that the very end for which they were || | Y 
treated and redeemed, was, that they might bonoyr, love and ſerve their I} 
| - " Creator 


Or, Faiths Harbinger: 13 
IF. lrvegtor Bt Redeemer. They remember alſo, thar they bound themſelyes 
are 4 and promiſe in their baptiſm ſo to do. Whereas theſe brainleſs and 


&bts ſþryiriſh men never once conſider what they came into the world for,nor what 
4; Pail become of. them when they depart hence': Only their care is, thar 

oh Bnay £at, drank, play, ſleep and be merry : Whereupon they ſpend th 
on Leys in mirth, and fuddenty they go down into bell, as Fob ſpeaks, Fob 21.13. 
ftus, For, like ien ſleeping in a Boat, they are carried down the ſtream of this 
ves World, nntil they arrive at their Graves-end Death , without once 
= rabing tO berhink themſelves whither they are gomg, to Heaven or 
| ell. , , 
the = grant, - that in their long: fleep-they have many pleaſant dreams. As 


for inſtance : They ſlumber, and ſuppoſe rhemſclves good Chriftians, true 
ls3 Proteſtants ; they dream they repent them of their fms, and thar they 
100 8 pelieve in Chrif# 37 they dream they have true grace, that they fear, and 
© Ylbve, and ſerve God as they wught ; they dream they ſhall go to Heaven 
'Ith 2nd. be ſaved - Bur the truth is, all ther Religion is but a Dream, and 
"36 is their afſrriance of ſalvation. | They have! Regeneration in conceit, 
PF, | Regentance and: Righteouſneſs in conceit 53 they. ſerve God well in con» 
©: Fritz: and they ſhall go ro Heaven only in conceit, or im a dream ; and never 
and avabe , | untl they feel themfelves in a bed of» wnquenchable flames. 
Neither did pure and naked Suppoſals, ever bring any man to eternal 


hfe. TIC 
a conn q which bcing ſo, and thar with the greateſt part of the' World: 
< FHow does it concern-every one -of -you to try and examine. your" ſelves, 
Id- I whether' it fares not ſo with you 3 und to miſtruſt the worſt 6f. yout 
rc Ffclves, [as. all miſt and ſound-bearted' Chriftians do 3 as you _—_— al 
Ys Fthe Apoſtles, Matth.:26. 22. evenevery of them was jealous of himſel, 
it Fand examined his awn hearr, though but one of them was gviry.of chat 
ch foil:Gn which Chrift fpake-of. x = ) O04 Yar 
s Now if you would exanine- your ſelves but-by thoſe marks & have 
he already given; you; you may catly ſee whether you-are the men\gazky 
N. Jof what T have laid to your charge. If you would be further informed, 
ls Pak your ſelves only theſe threequtftons. 'Wherhey you are of that "ſtall 
_ Jnumber, whomChrid bath choſeh out of the world's Whether you are Re 
io I eenchate 2 Whether you bave rue and ſaving feith 2 - For orherwiſe all 
'5 [your hopes and! perſwaſions are but wain preſumprions and deluſions.” -?-\1. 
© {© Firſt, Are yon of that ſmall-number ?. For, thr: greateft numbey,wherher 
T F ofwien; or great men,;' Ori great | Scholars; go the' broad way t0 5 
of } 2nd but « few of cither, the narrow-way which 4ead#th unto life ; as ap- 
7 Þ pears by many cleer teftimonies and/exampless for which ſee thofe known 
TJ places, Mat.7.13,14. 1 Fob.s.19:.Rtv.20.8. Chrifts flock, thar' believe 
* | the Goſpel; are bur  lntle flock 1Luk, 12: 32. and bur few in number, 
S Yifkno22: & $3.1. Rem.9.29. & 10516. |Rev.3.4. a Cor.4.4. Mat $:34- 
©2722. Aﬀts 28: 22:: Rev. 13.16. = ; 

© þ,' Yea, of all the CCLXXXVHIL ſeveral Opinions which Philoſophers 
held rouching che Chief. good p1mever any ww” © = 70 _ 
206, 


74 Priperatits tf Converſion ; 
toarrain to it, was by doing as the moſt do. Yea, they all condudet[T07 
ther Number was the beſt Arey Hd worſt way. And Sy ho ſee by _ _ 
rience, that the baſcft things are ever moſt þ mrifull; And therefore it +81.) ; 
mazes me to think, how men ſhould 'be ſo bleckiſh as chey are in this pa; 
ticular: for if you mark it, moſt men walk, inthe broaf woy.a0d yerevcy 4 
man thinks to enter in at the ſtrait gare : which could never be;if they war jig; 
not fools,or frengie. Again take notice, that many ſeehers an ere of bes for 
ven, Luke 13.24. Do you ftrive ? The righteows (hall ſcarcely be ſaved oh. 
' what then ſhall become of the unrightevia ? 1 Pet. 4.18. hs 
14 © Secondly, Are you regenerate and born anew ? For Chrifts words thar 
20 Nicoderus (a know, 'honeft, moral man) are expreſs; yea, and he on 
bindes it with an oath : Verily, verily I ſay unto you, except ye be born again fire 
gyetan in no wiſe enter into the bingdom of | heaven. ' | k 
Nowif you be regenerate, it will appear by this : ' Regeneration or new. &s 
birth, is @ creation of new qualities in the foul, as being by narure onely evi. 
diſpoſed. In all that are born anew, is a change, both in the Fudgement fron 
error to truth, and mthe Will from evil te good ; \atnd in the 'Aff efions from 
tbeving evil, and hating good, to love good, and hate evil ; in the whole man of 
From darkneſs to light, and fromthe pawer of Satan wnty God. Is this change NP. 
wrong _— Forywithout ir there ts no going to beaven, no being (vi 
, T n a a> S £ * # , * _— — v, # 
Thirdly,Have yu a true and lively faith ts Chriſt? For there is nd 
ing to Criſt bur by faith, Heb. 1.#.\B) faith we receive the forgiveneſs Fo 
of oar Rs, Lhe 7.47550. By faith we are juſtified, Rom.3.26.28,30. Gdl.z.8. 
anh through grace we are ſaved, Eph.2:8.9. Luk,18.42. By faith through 
the rof God we arehept and preſerved to ſalvation, 1 Pet. 1.5. Nothing 
faith-can- aſſure of Gods favor, Eceleſ. g. 1. 2.3. 'By faith we obtain Þ 364 
we ah, Mat.21.22. By faith we are bleſſed; Gal.3.14. By faith 
we bnow God, 1 Feb.4.7.Pſal.g.10. Without faith we cannot profit by bearing 
&d," Heb.4.2; Without fanth it is'1 ble 'to pleaſe God, Heb. 11.6, 
bever is not of faith is ſin, be they never (o glorious performances, hos 
ARam-14-23. and 10.14. LRN 7 tt F* 
—_— ou _— know RE on yort have band by this :' aber For by 
. [ , Rom.10.17: And the Spirits power full working 
iwieh it; 70b.3-3- 5:8. Faith purifieth the heart, rv i 
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Mat 


« 
ki 

| 15.9. worketh by love, | oi. 
Gel.$.6. and ſanttifierh the whole man throug hout, AF.26.18. Faith is known |, 
its , Tam-2.17- 18.22. Faith and bolineſs area: inſeparable as life } yy 
and motien,the ſun and lighr;fire and bear.” Again,Faith belicverh the threats | 1,1 
.of the Word, togerher with the promiſes.; an4 thereupon feareth ſin, as it þ| {1 
D7 

he 

oth 


Fears dell. Again, if the Image vfGod by faith be repaired in you, <you cat 
Dot but love them that love God, 2 Tob:3.10. TH (PAT I 

, Beſidies,rhis is a fare rule: Thar thar perfwaſion ofly which follows ſound 
Inngheation, is Faithy That which goes before it, is Preſurption.. And as 
Ambroſe (peaks; No man can r of fin, but he thac teleeves. the pardon 
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LET. 


nor nohe can belceve his fins are 


oned,cxcept he hath pepented, 
how cafic a matter foeyer men | ” He hes 


it j3 to dayieve 7 he that g6es 
= | abour 


UMI 


Or, Fairl/s Harbinger: * | ry 
icſhall finde it as bard a work 10 beleeve the Goſpel,as to beep the Laws 


debÞh nd onely God muſt cnable-ro borh. | 
54 Now if upon rial you evidently finde that you are of Chrifts lirtle flock ; 


hat you are regeneratey and that you have this precious one of Faith 
prought in your heart, you may comfortably aſſure your ſelf char you ſhalt 
e ſaved. Otherwiſe the Devil and your own bggrtdo bur delude you, in pro« 
"Ih miling you the leaſt benefit by che blood of Chrift : Yea, it had berter 
bes for you, that rhere had been no Chriſt come into the world : For, even 
ed the mercy of God, (which you have contemned)) and the means of grace, and 
ie offer of ſalvation, ſhall but inharce your damnation. Yea, Chriſt himſelf 
ds thar onely Summinm bonum, who is a Saviour toall Beleevers, ſhall be a ju 
\ eY Revenger to you, if you goon; and bid you Depart ye curſed into everlaſting 
ny fire; &c. Matth-25. 41. 
15 \ And ſo much, for the diſcharge of my conſcience and dury ; and 
M to make a ſupply of that, which I ſhould have ſome way-performed long 


oo } - Yer leaſt I ſhould imitate thoſe, who kindle & fire under green wood, and 
OM} {zave it ſo ſoon as it begins to fame 3 (for I rake ic for granted, that ome 
nan | of you will lay ro heart what hath been faid.) I have ſent you three Booky 
ge (ord an impartial Author, not a Party.) which I hold exceeding pros 
le for you to peruſe. The one ſpeaking mere home and full ro this 
matter. The ſecond ſhewing how ir comes to pais, 'that ſo many are de« 
0 Vceived, who hope to be ſaved, The third ſetting out. to the. life, the very 
thoughts, words, and aions of all natural men ; inſomuch - that no 
can more lively repreſent your faces, then it does your hearts. T 
2h T that you may not be diſappointed of your end, by miſtaking your way 3. thar 
ns ' you may become as true Friends to God, and the Miniſtry, 4s you have bee} — 
; them at Gods right 


ery 


un} bitter enemies 3. and ſo have your part and portion wit 
ith F band, where are pleaſures for evermore : Be perſwaded to read rhem, with 
ng} a niuch obſervation and circurſpe2ion, as you would do the Evidences of 
6. | your Inberitatice. Neither count it as.4 thing indifferent, that may eirher | 
©&5, | be done, or diſpenſed with ; except youare indifferent whether. you be ſave 
or damned. Yea,ſo minde what you read, as if it were an Epiſtle writ from 
'by Hegven, and ſenſ to each of you in particular. Expedt not that Chris Zeſus 
"g f himfelf from Heaven ſhould call to you ſeverally by name, as he did to 
v', | Saul; ant ay; Ho Tſhmagel / ſuch 2 onc; or. Ho Elymes / ſuch. a ones 
wy doeft thou perſecut? te'? I am TFeſws whom thou perſecuteſt, Als 9. 4, 5- 
W 1ich yet,if he ſhould,ic were no more in effe&t then he hath often done 3 
nor would you be any more warned, or reclaimed by it. As is evident by 
"8 the example of Haxael, 2 Kings 8.12, 13, &&c. And by what Abrehameold 
WJ Dives, Lub.16.31. If you will not beleeve Moſes and the Prophets,Chrift and 
his Apoſtles in his Word 3 neither would be be perſwaded, though one ſhould 
nd Y þe ent unto you from the daumed in bell,or from the glyrified ſpirits in heaven. 
= fore bearken utto Conſcience 3_ and what concerns you, apply it wat to 
= ahh; che moſt do. Do not like # Childe, thar beholding his oj in 
« (laſs [1 inks be ſetth aqother chiles Face, and nor his own. Want of Appli- 

& F510". ' _ ; cation. 
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eatioh niakes all Means jneffe#ual. Yea, there are very few ttien that make '*2 
notthe whole Bible and all the Sermons they hear, yea the checks of then = 
own} Cinſciences, and the motions of Gods _ urrerly ineffeFual, full "= 
want of wit and grace to apply the ſame rorhemfſt{ves. Whereas if t 6 
would righclyand ingennouſly apply but one Text or two unto their ow - 
ſouls, as they can unto ochers, ( being berter able to diſtern others moats 
then their own beams ) they might be everlaſtingly happy: 
| -- x6 © But iris now « ju## plague npont our ſo much Formality and Pro 
neſs, under our ſo mech means of Grace; thar becauſe we (many of us 
5 cnt egy the Word, and enjoyed the mezns' for thirty, forty, fifty years 
| tgerher, and are never the better, bring forth no fruits thereof; tha 
Cbrif# ſhould ſay unto ſich. as he did ro the Fritleſs Fig-tree, Mar.11.13,14: 
Never fuit grow on thee henceforward. And the truth is, if yon obſerve ir, 
you ſhall very rarel hear of an old Formalift, or Proteſtant at large, tha 
eyer is converted, ( but young ones, as Minifters catr ſufficiently inform 
you : ) Perhaps they may turn to be Antinomians, Ranters, Quakers, 
or the like, and imbrace Error 3 bur they turn nor to the Truth. Or if fo; 
-- iti 4 greater miracle then was the creating of the whole world. For, u 
making ſuch a one a New creature, finftbe a number of miracles : A blind: 
is reſtored to ſight, a deaf man'to hearing, a man poſſe# with many devils 
eff; yea, one not only dead in fin, but buried in the grave of long 
Bt, with a grave-ftone laid upon him, raiſed from the dead; and jn every 
th nothing bur 
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' a; ftone turned imo fleſh. Inall which God meers wi 
501; Which in the Creation he met not with. 
D751 L . , 
- 2 MhpyT-have been large: But as Fohn could only baptize with water, 
AT nebuc reach you with words; And when God ,withholds his con- 
=_T bF bencey Pail himſelf carinot move & ſoul. If the Holy Gho#t ſhall 
PF. +4 er ix ho1 + ro your hearrs; char you may ſo meditate on what hath been 
þ-29 and ſo' praSiſt what hath been preſcribed ; that God in Chrifl 
ay. be pacified, your fitis'by free-grace' pardoned, and your ſouls ercr- 
nally ſaved : Thar-while you are here, you may enjoy the peace of God 
” Ibich paſſeth all underſtanding, Phil.4.7. and when you, depart hence, you 
| may errive at the Haven bf all bappinefs in" Heaven, whege is fulneſt of 
 y99, mil pleaſures for ' evermore 3 Bleſſed and bappy are'ye, Pſal. 16. 11, 
Irkich is my prayer and hope, and ſhould be my joy, 
Db, 045. * | 
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X Londen, Priced by Thomas Newcomb,and are to be ſold by 
"1, Fawes Crump io Linle Betthilowews Welkyard, - -- 
© and Henry (ripprin Poper-Alley- 1658, 
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